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PRESS RELEASE

9:30 p.m. November 26, 2019
OFFICIALS ISSUE DEBRIS FLOW EVACUATION WARNING FOR AREAS IN AND
BELOW THE CAVE FIRE BURN AREA
(SANTA BARBARA, Calif.) – The Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office has issued a
Debris Flow Evacuation Warning due to a strong storm arriving tonight, Tuesday,
November 26, for the area between Patterson Avenue/Anderson Lane and Ontare Road,
between the 3500 and 3300 block of State Street and down through Las Positas Road,
and south of East Camino Cielo to the ocean.

Public safety officials have determined that there is a risk for potential debris flows in and
below the Cave Fire burn area. National Weather Service has predicted rainfall Tuesday
evening into Wednesday morning, with isolated thunderstorms that can increase rainfall
intensity. Residents are advised to prepare an evacuation kit and a plan to leave.
If you feel uncomfortable or unsafe at any time, do not wait, leave the area and move
outside the Fire Evacuation Order and Debris Flow Evacuation Warning area. If you live or
are near creeks and streams, be aware that waterways may experience high flows and
can rise quickly. Flooding impacts may be experienced throughout the county, but are a
higher risk and may be observed below the Thomas, Sherpa, Alamo and Whittier burn
areas.
If a debris flow occurs, and it is unsafe to leave, or you are unable to leave, go to high
ground. Stay alert to changing conditions and follow the instructions of public safety
officials. The Cave Fire Evacuation Order remains in place. To access the County’s
interactive map, go to www.ReadySBC.org.
The public is encouraged to avoid going out in the storm and to stay off roads. As a
precaution, do not walk through flood waters; six inches of moving water may knock you
off your feet. If you are trapped by moving water, move to the highest possible point and
call 911 for help.
Do not drive into flooded roadways or around barricades. Water may be deeper than it
appears and may hide hazards, such as sharp objects, washed out road surfaces,
electrical wires, chemicals, etc. Twelve inches of water can float a car or small SUV. For
additional information, call the County’s Call Center at (833) 688-5551.
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