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Office of Emergency Management
County of Santa Barbara
4408 Cathedral Oaks Rd.
Santa Barbara, CA 93110
(805) 681-5526
www.sbcoem.org 
 
Santa Barbara County 
Public Health Dept
Environmental Health Services
225 Camino del Remedio
Santa Barbara, CA 93110
(805) 681-4900
www.sbcphd.org/ehs 

Office of Emergency Services
County of San Luis Obispo 
County Government Center 
1055 Monterey St, Rm D430
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408-1003
(805) 781-5011
www.slocounty.ca.gov/oes

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
4325 South Higuera Street
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
(805) 546-5292
www.pge.com

Governor’s Office 
of Emergency Services
3650 Schriever Avenue
Mather, CA 95655
(916) 845-8400
www.calema.ca.gov

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Region IV
Safeguards, Emergency Preparedness 
& Non-Power Reactor Branch
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Ste 400
Arlington, TX 76011-8064
(817) 860-8100
www.nrc.gov

California Department of 
Public Health
Environmental Management Branch
PO Box 997377
Sacramento, CA 95899-7377
(916) 449-5577
www.cdph.ca.gov

San Luis Obispo County
Health Agency
Division of Environmental Health
2156 Sierra Way
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
(805) 781-5544

  Por Español
   Si desea recibir esta infor-
   mación en español, por favor 
   llame a la oficina de Santa 
   Barbara de manejo de 
   emergencias al (805) 681-5526.

For More Information



Important Information About 
Diablo Canyon Power Plant (DCPP) 
for Northern SB County Residents
This brochure contains information regarding the effects of an 
emergency at Diablo Canyon Power Plant on Northern Santa Bar-
bara residents. Although Northern Santa Barbara County residents 
would not be expected to take any emergency protective actions if 
an incident were to occur at the power plant, they may be impacted 
by those taking action in San Luis Obispo County. If evacuations are 
necessary for portions of San Luis Obispo County, evacuees will be 
directed to Monitoring, Decontamination and Reception Centers 
outside of the affected area. One of these Reception Centers may be 
located in the City of Santa Maria.  

In addition to receiving evacuees, Northern Santa Barbara County’s 
agricultural industry may also be affected by the emergency. An 
Ingestion Pathway Zone (IPZ) which extends in a 50 mile radius 
from DCPP has been designated to assist officials with the protec-
tion of the food supply following an emergency. This 50 mile IPZ 
does include portions of Northern SB County agriculture.  

This brochure contains specific information on both of these topics. 
For additional information please contact a county, state or federal 
agency listed on the back of this booklet.

Monitoring, Decontamination 
and Reception Centers 
The Santa Maria Fair Park has been designated as the primary loca-
tion for the Southern Monitoring, Decontamination and Reception 
Center. Depending on the emergency, San Luis Obispo County, in 
coordination with Santa Barbara County, City of Santa Maria, Ameri-
can Red Cross and PG&E would open the center to San Luis Obispo 
County residents who have been evacuated due to an incident at 
DCPP. Evacuees would be monitored for contamination, receive 
assistance in decontamination (as necessary) and be registered. 
Shelter for those needing it will be provided at a location nearby. 
Assistance with locating family members will also be available at 
this center.  

Agriculture Emergency Planning
The Northern Santa Barbara County Agricultural Industry does have 
the potential to be affected by an emergency at Diablo Canyon.  
To address these potential effects an Ingestion Pathway Zone has 
been created to control the movement and ingestion of contami-
nated food and agricultural products. The Ingestion Pathway Zone 
extends 50 miles from the Diablo Canyon Power Plant.

Possible Effects From A Radiological Release 
To Agricultural Products And Areas
Radioactive materials released during an emergency at a nuclear 
power plant may be dispersed by wind and deposited on land, 
crops, livestock, food, and water supplies causing contamination.  
Contamination is the presence of radioactive materials where they 
are not wanted. The impact on agriculture will depend on the 
extent of the radiological release, quantity and type of radiological 
materials deposited, and weather conditions.  Contamination may 
be minor and may not cause any ill effects.

Government Response
For agricultural areas within the 50 mile ingestion pathway zone, the 
main goals of local and state officials will be to prevent contamination 
of the food supply and to keep contaminated products from going to 
market.  To accomplish this, officials will utilize information regard-
ing the release of radioactive materials and provide instructions and 
actions you should take.  Sampling and analysis will determine the 
area of contamination and any products affected.  This response will 
be a coordinated effort by local, state and federal officials.  

Officials will communicate and coordinate with farmers, ranchers, 
nursery stock producers, food processors, and distributors and 
others involved with the growing, transport, processing and sale of 
food products.  County agricultural departments will also provide 
direction regarding holds, quarantines and crop certification.  

Several of the actions which may be taken to protect agricultural 
products, animals, and other commodities include: 

•  Quarantine of food, animals, and other agriculture commodities
•  Temporary or permanent restriction of agricultural activity
•  Recommendation of placing animals on stored feed
•  Restricting the movement of commodities and animals until they 

have been determined to be in compliance with health standards
•  Requiring the decontamination or special handling of contami-

nated animals and other commodities
•  Temporary holding of commodities from outside the quarantine area 

to be certified to meet destination shipping requirements
•  Stopping and inspecting all vehicles coming from or passing 

through designated areas. 

Following an emergency, you will be provided specific instruction on 
actions you should take.  Instructions will be based on power plant con-
ditions, the extent of the radioactive release and the levels of contamina-
tion.  In all cases, public health and safety will be the first priority.  


