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This year’s budget theme is Honoring Our Commitments | Transforming Our Future. FY 2019-20 will be a milestone 

year, with the culmination of major funding initiatives that have been in the making for years. These projects are the 

result of the County’s commitment of resources, over decades in some cases, and 

continued prioritization. The County continues its commitment to Renew ’22, 

which will be in its third year in FY 2019-20. By transforming how we do our 

work, constantly learning and improving, and exploring ways to work 

differently, employees are equipped to thrive in the present, adapt to 

tomorrow, and anticipate the future. 

The photos on the cover represent this theme, showing examples of the 

tangible results of the commitments we have made, as well as our 

commitment to building a resilient and thriving future. The Northern Branch 

Jail will represent a state-of-the-art corrections and rehabilitation facility. The 

Goleta Beach Park bridge replacement allows our residents and visitors to enjoy 

the natural beauty of our county with a dedicated bike path and pedestrian walkway. 

The Cuyama solar array is an investment in meeting the state’s renewable energy targets. The Santa Maria levee and 

multipurpose trail demonstrate the County’s commitment to protect land and agriculture and provide recreational 

opportunities to residents and visitors. The final photo of four children, provided by First 5, represents our commitment 

to keep an eye to the future. 
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The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) presented a 

Distinguished Budget Presentation Award to the County of Santa Barbara, California for its annual budget for 

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2018.  In order to receive this award, a governmental unit must publish a budget 

document that meets program criteria as a policy document, as an operations guide, as a financial plan, and as 

a communications device.  This was the seventeenth consecutive year that the County has received this 

prestigious award. 

 

This award is valid for a period of one year only.  We believe our current budget continues to conform to 

program requirements, and we are submitting it to GFOA to determine its eligibility for another award.  
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