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According to the California Economic Forecast Newsletter, the national economy has seen 
temperate growth, little inflation, low unemployment and modest wage pressures. In 
California, the economy in 2017 is expected to look much like it did in 2016 but with more job 
openings, more pressure to raise salaries and hourly rates of pay, and technology sectors 
that remain vibrant. At the local level, the 2017 University of California Economic Forecast 
Project reported that the most recent data show strong output growth, increased payrolls, 
and rising housing prices in Santa Barbara County. Overall, economic indicators at the 
national, state and local levels show that the economy continued to improve slowly but 
steadily on most measurers in fiscal year (FY) 16-17. 
 

Financial Indicators  
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Growth of Assessed Real Property Value
20 Year Trend

 

County tax revenues experienced temperate growth in FY 16-17 due to continued economic 
growth. Property tax assessed value will increase 5.5% for FY 17-18, following a 4% increase 
in FY 16-17. Local sales tax increased 19.9% and transient occupancy tax increased 11% for 
FY 16-17; a portion of both of these increases are due to changes in the tax rates. The 
Statewide ½ cent sales tax program that funds public safety and health/social services 
programs increased 3.3% for FY 16-17.  The County also had some improvement in charges 
for services along with increases in operating and capital grants and contributions. 

Gaviota Peak 

http://www.countyofsb.org/
http://www.countyofsb.org/auditor
mailto:auditor@co.santa-barbara.ca.us
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ȰFacing rising pension costs, Santa Barbara County 
pledges a more meticulous budget processȱ 

Noozhawk  December 25, 2016 

Ȱ3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÓÔÏÒÍ ÂÒÉÎÇÓ ÒÁÉÎ ÔÏ 3ÁÎÔÁ "ÁÒÂÁÒÁ #ÏÕÎÔÙȟ 
ÍÏÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙȱ 

Noozhawk  March 21, 2017 

 
This Financial Highlights publication is intended to provide the general public with an easy-to-read overview of 
Santa Barbara #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ɉ#ÏÕÎÔÙɊ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÉÓ ÄÅÒÉÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
#ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ #ÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÖÅ !ÎÎÕÁÌ &ÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ Report (CAFR). This report provides highlights of the significant financial 
and economic activity of the County for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2017.  Copies of the CAFR can be obtained by 
contacting the Auditor-#ÏÎÔÒÏÌÌÅÒȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȟ ÏÒ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Auditor-#ÏÎÔÒÏÌÌÅÒȭÓ ×ÅÂ ÓÉÔÅ ÁÔ 
www.countyofsb.org/auditor. 

 
 

 

A Message from the Auditor-
Controller  
The 2016-Χέ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ ȰÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓȟ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÏÉÃÅÓ ÁÈÅÁÄȱ ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÔ 
this fiscal year. It could be said that all years comprise these elements, but there have been 
some unprecedented challenges, historic changes, and unexpected choices that faced the 
County in 2016-17.  
 
Building a new jail has 
ÂÅÅÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ 
to-do list for several 
years, as has been 
moving forward with 
the Tajiguas Resource 
Recovery Project. Each project is over  $100 million in construction investment costs. Both 
projects will include state-of-the-art technologies and should provide adequate capacity for 
the longer-term.  These two large-scale capital projects, the largest that the County has 
ever undertaken, occurring simultaneously, is undoubtedly an unprecedented challenge for 
the County. 
 
2016-17 also saw the changing of the guard with the transition of two new Board of 
Supervisors. The 1st District greeted Das Williams and the 3rd District greeted Joan 
Hartmann. The installation of two County supervisors at the same time last occurred 12 
years ago in 2005.  
 
In November 2016, the 
community voted to 
increase the transient 
occupancy tax in the 
unincorporated areas of the county from 10% to 12%. Additionally, recreational use of 
marijuana became legalized, and the Isla Vista Community Services District (IVCSD) was 
formed. An unexpected result of the IVCSD election is that although the district was 
ÆÏÒÍÅÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÕÔÉÌÉÔÙ ÕÓÅÒȭÓ ÔÁØ ɉ554Ɋ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÐÁÓÓȢ )Ô ÉÓ 
anticipated that a future ballot measure to try and authorize the UUT will be 
forthcoming.  
 
The upcoming 2017-ΣΪ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÉÓȟ Ȱ/ÎÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȟ /ÎÅ &ÕÔÕÒÅȢȱ )Ô ÉÓ Á ÔÈÅÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
reminds us all that no matter the challenge, change, or choice we are presented, a single 
decision impacts all of us. We do not work and live in isolation from each other. Pension 
costs have been a recurring issue for several years now and this year is no exception. The 
choices we have and will make ÔÏ ÆÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÐÅÎÓÉÏÎ contributions and other 
rising costs are those that impact our county, our future. 
 

Theo Fallati, Auditor -Controller 
 

 
My first full fiscal year as the 
appointed Auditor-Controller has been 
a non-ÓÔÏÐȟ ÂÕÔ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇȟ ÒÉÄÅȢ )ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ 
to thank everyone in the office for 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÁÓ ×ÅȭÖÅ 
proceeded through some challenges 
this past year. Although many staff in 
the office have been around a few 
years, some are new to their positions 
and all have been stepping up to meet 
the departmental and countywide 
challenges along with me. 
 
This year, with our team-based 
ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÓÓÕÅ 
our audited financial statements 
×ÉÔÈÉÎ ΨΡ ÄÁÙÓ ÏÆ *ÕÎÅ ΥΡȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ 
continued to participate in the budget 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ #%/ȭÓ 
ÏÆÆÉÃÅȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÃÕÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ 
tax backlog by assigning a special 
team to focus on the backlog, and 
×ÅȭÖÅ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÈÁÎÃÅÄ 
critical Auditor-Controller operations.  
 
Thank you once again for your 
continued support of this office and of 
the work that we accomplish. All-in-all, 
ÉÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÖÅȟ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ 
)ȭÌÌ ÓÁÙ it again ɀ exciting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Theodore A. Fallati, CPA, CPFO 

This report contains information from the County CAFR governmental funds financial statements, with the following exceptions:  (1) 
The capital asset and outstanding debt information on page 10 is derived from the government-wide financial statements, and (2) 
The enterprise fund information on page 11 is derived from the proprietary fund financial statements. All statements in the CAFR 
are prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 
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Who We Are 
 
Policymaking and legislative authority is vested in the County Board of Supervisors (Board), which consists of an elected supervisor 
from each of the five districts. The County has five elected department directors responsible for the offices of the Auditor-Controller, 
Clerk-Recorder-Assessor, District Attorney, Sheriff-Coroner, and Treasurer-Tax Collector-Public Administrator. The following 
organization chart reflects the various functional categories reported in the CAFR, along with the names of the principal officials. 
 
 

Policy & Executive 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Das Williams 

First District Supervisor 
Vice Chair 

Janet Wolf 
Second District Supervisor 

Joan Hartmann 
Third District Supervisor 

Chair 

Peter Adam 
Fourth District Supervisor 

 

Steve Lavagnino 
Fifth District Supervisor 

 
Mona Miyasato 

County Executive Officer (CEO)  
General County Revenues & Programs 

 
Michael Ghizzoni 

County Counsel 

 

Public Safety 
Health & Human 

Services 
Community Resources 

& Public Facilities 
General Government & 

Support Services 
 
Joyce Dudley 
District Attorney 

Eric Peterson 
Fire 

Alice Gleghorn 
Behavioral Wellness 

Cathleen Fisher 
Agriculture Commissioner / 
Weights & Measures 

Theo Fallati, CPA, CPFO 
Auditor-Controller 

Tracy M. Macuga 
Public Defender 

Beverly  Taylor (Interim)  
Probation  

Joni Maiden, MPA (Interim)  
Child Support Services 

George Chapjian 
Community Services 

Joseph E. Holland, CPFO 
Clerk-Recorder-Assessor 

Darrel E. Parker 
Court Special Services 

William F. Brown 
Sheriff-Coroner 

Carrie Topliffe, CPA (Interim)  
Public Health Services 

Glenn Russell  
Planning & Development 

Harry E. Hagen, CPA, CPFO 
Treasurer-Tax Collector & 
Public Administrator 

  Daniel Nielson 
Social Services 

Scott McGolpin 
Public Works 

Janette Pell 
General Services 

 

    Lori Gentles 
Human Resources 

4ÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ΨΦ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÕÁÌ ÒÏÌÅÓ ÉÎ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȢ &ÉÒÓÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌȟ ÂÁÓÉÃ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÓÅrvices are 
provided to residents in the unincorporated areas of the County. These services include fire protection and maintenance of County 
roads, as well as services in some cities by contract, such as Sheriff patrol. Secondly, countywide services are provided as a regional 
government, such as District Attorney prosecution and Sheriff jail operations or as agents for the State through public assistance 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢ &ÏÒ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÕÃÈ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȟ ÐÅÒÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ 0ÌÁÎ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÁÔ 
www.countyofsb.org/ceo. 

http://www.countyofsb.org/ceo
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The Economy 
Unemployment Rate 
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The following highlights and graphs are evidence of the changing economy on a Countywide 
basis that includes both the unincorporated area and the eight incorporated cities.  
 
During FY 2016-17, the County continued to see positive trends in certain economic 
segments led by consumer spending and tourism. Additionally, the real estate housing 
market and the labor market continued to show indicators of a steady economy.  

 
Employment  

¶ 4ÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÁÖÅÒÁÇe unemployment rate during FY 16-17 decreased from 5% to 
4.8%. 

¶ The June 2017 County unemployment rate of 4.3% was below the State 
unemployment rate of 4.9% and the national unemployment rate of 4.5%.   

Income 

¶ Average annual wages increased to $53,090 in the 2016 calendar year from $51,390 in 
2015. 

 
Retail Sales 

¶ Countywide retail sales increased 2.3% to $7 billion for the 2016 calendar year.  

¶ Local retail sales continue to grow with the improved economy from the December 
2010 low point.  

¶ California retail sales are following a similar pattern.  
 

Real Estate  

¶ The Countywide median home prices increased 2.4% to $560,600.  

¶ The real estate market continued its upward trend with increased property sales, 
price appreciation, and new construction. 

 

Tourism  

¶ In the unincorporated area of the County, Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) increased 
11%  in FY 16-17, driven by a 2% increase in the tax rate and a robust tourism industry. 

¶ 4ÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ×ÉÄÅ ÁÒÒÁÙ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÏÒÔÓȟ ÈÏÔÅÌÓȟ ÍÏÔÅÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÖÁÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÎÔÁÌÓ ÁÌÌ 
contributed to the increase in this tax source. The leisure and hospitality sector is the 
fastest growing sector in recent years. 
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Retail Sales 
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Median Home Price 
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Hotel/Motel Room Sales 
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ȰMiramar resort project begins in Montecitoȱ 

KEYT  October 10, 2016 

ȰHousing, manufacturing and robotics will shape tri-ÃÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȱ 

Pacific Coast Business Times  May 9, 2017 
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Top 10 Employers 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Percent of 

Total County 

Company or Organization Type of Business Jobs Employment

University of California, Santa Barbara Education 10,726 5.16%

Vandenberg Air Force Base Government 6,100 2.94%

County of Santa Barbara Government 4,900 2.36%

Cottage Health Organization Health 3,790 1.82%

Santa Barbara City College Education 2,280 1.10%

Santa Barbara Unified School District Education 2,185 1.05%

Marian Medical Center Health 1,884 0.91%

City of Santa Barbara Government 1,771 0.85%

Chumash Casino Resort Hotel/Casino 1,716 0.83%

Santa Maria-Bonita School District Education 1,696 0.82%

Total ten largest 37,048 17.83%
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
  

SBCC Adrian Tiemens Photography 
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County Revenues 
Total Revenues 
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The momentum of the economy ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÒÅÖÅÎÕÅ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ 
which are comprised primarily of taxes, payments from State and Federal governments, and 
charges for services. 

 
Total Revenues  

 
Revenues for the County are governmental funds increased by 4.3% to $889.2 million. 

 
Taxes  
Taxes are generated locally and provide the County with most of its discretionary spending 
ability. Since the formation of the County government in the 1850s, these resources have 
generally been consumed by basic public safety services such as Sheriff, Fire, and District 
Attorney. As compared to the prior year: 
 

¶ Property taxes (excluding RDA) increased 4.5% to $248.1 million. 

¶ Supplemental property tax increased 38.1% to $4.8 million. 

¶ Property transfer tax increased 0.1% to $3.9 million. 

¶ RDA property tax trust fund proceeds increased 18.6% to $8.2 million. 

¶ The local retail sales tax increased 19.9% to $10.4 million. 

¶ Other shared retail sales tax (transportation funding allocations) increased 1.1% to $7.7 
million. 

¶ Transient occupancy tax increased 11% to $10.1 million.  

¶ Total taxes increased 4.9% to $295.1 million. 
 
Federal and State (Intergovernmental) Revenues 
As the County is an arm of State government, these multiple program resources are 40.6% of 
County funding at $361.4 million and are tied to mandated services such as social services, 
public assistance, health, and mental health. A few significant accounts include: 
 

¶ State Realignment 2011 AB 109 funding provided $69.2 million, a decrease of 2.8% in 
revenue for public safety service programs that return state prisoners to counties for 
local community supervision and re-entry into the community. It also replaced several 
funding streams for Health, Social Service and Mental Health programs. 

¶ Proposition 172, a ½ cent sales tax revenue for public safety services, increased 3.3% 
to $34.8 million. This revenue source is a statewide allocation of sales tax and is driven 
by consumer spending and prices of consumer goods.  

¶ State Realignment 1991 revenue allocations for Health and Social Services decreased 
2.7% to 31.6 million. 

 
Charges for Services 
Charges for services revenue increased by 4.9% to $189.8 million.  The increase is primarily 
due to increases in health care fees, State and Federal revenue and large reimbursements 
from other government agencies, such as the State for Fire protection services and several 
Fire incident reimbursements. For details about sÕÃÈ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȟ ÒÅÆÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ 
Operating Plan publication available online at www.countyofsb.org/ceo. 
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Federal & State 
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Proposition 172 

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

2008 2017

M
ill

io
n
s 

o
f 

D
o
lla

rs

Fiscal Years Ending June 30

 

Charges for Services 
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Top 10 Taxpayers 
 

 

Percent of 

Total Secured Total Secured

Taxpayers Type of Business Tax Levy Tax Levy

United Launch Alliance LLC Aerospace $4,039 0.56%

Southern California Edison Co. Utility 3,967 0.55%

Southern California Gas Company Utility 3,019 0.42%

1260 BB Property, LLC (Biltmore) Hotel 2,781 0.39%

Exxon Corporation Petroleum & Gas 2,088 0.29%

BRS Investment Properties, LLC (Bacara) Hotel 2,222 0.31%

Windset Farms California, Inc. Agriculture 1,887 0.26%

Regency Tropicana, LLC Residential Estate 1,790 0.25%

Pacific Gas & Electric Co. Utility 1,989 0.28%

Fairway BB Property, LLC Residential Estate 1,581 0.22%

Total ten largest $25,363 3.53%

 

 

 
  

Four Seasons Resort, Biltmore Santa Barbara 


