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News Release  
  

Coroner’s Bureau Identifies Murder Victim 
 
Santa Barbara, Calif. – The Sheriff’s Office Coroner’s Bureau has confirmed the identity of the murder 
victim that was recovered by Sheriff’s detectives on September 21. The decedent is Joseph Martin 
Govey of Santa Maria. Govey was 53-years-old at the time of his death in December 2018. Govey’s 
family had not heard from him since late 2018 and reported him as a missing person with Orange 
County Sheriff’s Office on August 23, 2019. 
 
This investigation remains ongoing and anyone with information about this crime is encouraged to 
contact the Sheriff’s Office tip line at (805)681-4171 or by visiting our website- SBSheriff.org.   
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