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This form is required for the Legislative Program Committee to consider taking an advocacy position on an 

issue or legislative item 

 

BILL NUMBER: 
'No Place Like Home Legislative Initiative" 

AUTHOR: 
Kevin De Leon 

INTRO/AMEND DATE: 
Initiative announced January 2016 

AUTHOR’S POLITICAL PARTY: 
Democrat 

BILL STATUS: 
Bi-partisan initiative to re-purpose currently allocated MHSA prop 63 funds 

 

 

1) BILL SUBJECT: 

Re-purposes MHSA proposition 63 funds to achieve 2 goals:  

1.Housing: 

• $2 billion bond to construct permanent supportive housing for chronically homeless persons with 
mental illness. 

• $200 million, over 4 years, to provide supportive housing in the shorter-term, rent subsidies, while 
the permanent housing is constructed or rehabilitated.  

• Support for two special housing programs that will assist families: 

2. Income support and outreach: 

• An increase in Supplemental Security Income/State Supplementary Payment (SSI/SSP) program 
grants which provide income support for the aged, blind, and disabled poor who cannot work. 

o Rates of homelessness are higher for persons with disabilities who cannot work; SSI/SSP is 
intended to help them make ends meet, and a large portion of grants usually goes toward rent. 

o These increases will assist about 1.3 million low-income Californians (72% with disabilities and 
28% who are elderly). 

• A one-time investment to incentivize local governments to boost outreach efforts and advocacy to 
get more eligible poor people enrolled in the SSI/SSP program. 

 

2) FROM DEPARTMENT: 

Department would support the initiative if the funding was not re-allocated competitively if there were no 
impacts on the current levels of MHSA funding which the department relies upon for sustainable  levels of 
current service delivery. 

3) IS THIS ITEM SPECIFICALLY REFERENCED IN THE LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM? 

n/a 

4) WHICH POLICY-RELATED MATTER IS OF CONCERN WITH THIS BILL? 

This legislative initiative would reduce the amount of MHSA funding currently allocated to the Department of 
Behavioral Wellness.  Currently this funding is utilized for services to clients.   The bill would result in the 
reduction of dollars allocated to sustain currently funded MHSA programming which would cause us to  reduce 
current services commensurately.    
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5) HOW WOULD THIS BILL IMPACT THE COUNTY? (Current practices, responsibility, authority, pros/cons, 
affected programs and/or services, etc.) 

This Legislative initiative removes currently allocated funding.  The impacts are 3 fold. 

1.The current MHSA funding stream could be reduced by as much as $1,000,000 for Santa Barbara County 
resulting in reduction  of current services 

2.The current proposal includes the plan to have Santa Barbara county then "compete" with other counties 
throughout the state to recapture this funding but allocate it to housing. 

3.The use of the funding IF recaptured would be strictly limited to housing and outreach, however includes no 
provisions for providing services, such as case management, or other supports which are critical for the mentally 
ill population to maintain housing. 

6) IMPACT ON COUNTY PROGRAM:  Major  Minor  None  

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY IMPACT:  Major  Minor  None  

STATEWIDE IMPACT:  Major  Minor  None  

Explanation of Impacts: 

 The Department of Behavioral Wellness budget for MHSA funds could be reduced by more than $1,000,000 
which would leave current services unfunded. 

The Department would have to allocate significant staff time in order to prepare proposals and compete to 
recapture funding. 

Supporting individuals placed in new safe and stable housing will mean dramatic increases in service demand on 
the Department however none of these services are funded directly, and in fact the overall MHSA services 
funding would be decreased.  Commitment to services is 20 years if accepting housing development funds. 

7) WOULD THIS BILL IMPACT (Legislative Principles): 
a. Job growth and Economic Vitality? YES NO 
b. Efficient service delivery and operations? 
c. Fiscal stability? 

■ YES NO 
■ YES NO 

d. Inter-agency cooperation? YES NO 
e. Local control? ■ YES NO 
f. Health and human services? YES NO 
g. Community sustainability and environmental protection? YES NO 

 

Additional Comments: The Department agrees there is a significant need for safe and stable housing for 
homeless individuals statewide.  This initiative however will limit local control, serve to eliminate current direct 
service funding by removing previously allocated Prop 63 dollars.  The initiative subsequently requires 
competition for this previously allocated funding which will result in significant staff resource allocation.  Finally 
in order to maintain individuals in housing intensive and robust services will be required, however there is no 
provision in the initiative to fund these services, and initiative ultimately diminishes funding available.

AGENDA ITEM 4E



3 COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 
LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS FORM 

County of Santa Barbara Intergovernmental Relations – Legislative Affairs 

 

 

8) FISCAL IMPACT ON THE COUNTY: 
  

Additional Comments: 

see above 
 
 

9) OTHER AGENCIES THAT SHOULD REVIEW THIS BILL: 

 
 

10) CSAC POSITION ON BILL: 

 
 

 

11) OTHER LOCAL OR STATEWIDE ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE TAKEN A POSITION ON THIS BILL: 
(Indicate support or opposition for each) 

 
 
 
 

12) PROPOSED AMENDMENTS: (Attach separate sheet) 
 
 
 

13) RECOMMENDATION: 
Support 
Oppose 

 
Recommend Support to Board* 
Recommend Opposition to Board* 

 
Support if Amended 
Oppose unless Amended 

Watch Send to Board with No Position* No Position (Why?) 
* Indicates that the department believes that the Board of Supervisors should take a formal position on this bill 

 
Additional Comments: 
 

As this is an initiative and not a bill the formal procedure for amendments is not directly applicable.  However the 
Department would support the initiative if there were no impacts on the current levels of MHSA funding to the county 
and if the housing dollars were not then distributed to counties via a competitive process 
 

 
14) LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS FORM PREPARED BY: Laura Zeitz 

Telephone extension:   805 452 2760 
E-mail address:    lazeitz@co.santa-barbara.ca.us 

 Revenue Increase  Revenue Decrease  Unfunded Mandate 
 Cost Increase 
 None 

Cost Decrease  Undetermined 

Support  Oppose  Support if Amended 
Oppose unless Amended  Watch  No position taken 
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