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With this coming year’s budget, the County has the opportunity to address financial challenges and make decisions 

that will position the County for success in the future. For this year’s budget, our theme is “One County. One Future.” 

We recognize that to successfully serve our communities and manage our fiscal and operational challenges we will 

need to do so as a coordinated and interconnected organization building upon the strengths of individual 

departments and staff that comprise our County organization.  We have started a rebalancing process to reshape the 

organization and strategically realign services and costs to provide those services. There will be difficult choices in the 

coming months and years for the County, but we will continue to look to make the right decisions today to position 

ourselves for success in the future.  

 

The Santa Barbara County landscape is as diverse as its people. The cover photo was created using images that 

capture that cultural and geographic diversity, from our early Spanish roots to mountain ranges, lush agriculture, 

and some of the most picturesque beaches in the world. All together, we are one County, with one future. 

 

 

Key to Images: 

1. Guadalupe Dunes 

2. Agriculture of North County 

3. Santa Maria neighborhood 

4. Danish Village of Solvang 

5. Alcove Falls, San Rafael Wilderness 

6. Rocky Point, Vandenberg Air Force Base 

7. More Mesa Bluffs in Goleta 

8. Santa Barbara Courthouse 

9. Butterfly Beach, Montecito 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Credit: Photo composite created by Teñell Matlovsky, County Public Works 
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The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) presented a 

Distinguished Budget Presentation Award to the County of Santa Barbara, California for its annual budget for 

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2016.  In order to receive this award, a governmental unit must publish a budget 

document that meets program criteria as a policy document, as an operations guide, as a financial plan, and as 

a communications device.  This was the seventeenth consecutive year that the County has received this 

prestigious award. 

 

This award is valid for a period of one year only.  We believe our current budget continues to conform to 

program requirements, and we are submitting it to GFOA to determine its eligibility for another award. 
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