
 

 

August 31, 2018 

 

The Honorable Salud Carbajal 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Congressman Carbajal: 

 

We have sent the enclosed letters to the Agriculture Committee on behalf of the County 

of Santa Barbara to reiterate support for development of a bipartisan Farm Bill that 

protects the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and continues strong support for 

agriculture and conservation programs. 

 

As Congress develops a conference agreement for the Farm Bill, please support the 

SNAP provisions in the Senate version of H.R. 2, the Agriculture Improvement Act of 

2018.  The new work requirements for SNAP that are in the House bill and the language 

that would restrict SNAP eligibility to individuals with incomes no more than 30 percent 

above the poverty level move the program in the wrong direction.  These provisions 

would have the effect of terminating SNAP benefits for families currently eligible for the 

program and would also increase county administrative complexity in operating SNAP, 

since counties in California administer the program. 

 

Please work with your colleagues on the Conference Committee to oppose provisions that 

would reduce eligibility and cut benefits to needy families who rely on the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program and include the highest possible authorization level for the 

program. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

       

 

                                Don Gilchrest 

                                Washington Representative 
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