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Re: People v. Michael Corella, Jr.
3 year, 8 month prison sentence for attempting to purchase a firearm

Santa Barbara County District Attorney Joyce Dudley announced today that “In an effort to reduce gun
violence in Santa Barbara County, we have begun to prosecute felons who atfempt to purchase a firearm. I
am proud to say that recently we have had our first successful prosecution.”

Convicted felon, Michael Corella, Jr., a 49-year old resident of Santa Maria, was recently sentenced to
three years, eight months in prison for being a felon in possession of a firearm.

An investigation was initiated when the Department of Justice notified the Santa Barbara District
Attorney’s Office that Michael Corella, Jr., a person prohibited by law from possessing a firearm, had
attempted to reclaim a handgun that he had pawned. Supervising District Attorney Investigator David
Tonello obtained evidence that Corella had obtained a handgun out of state, pawned it at a local shop,
and then attempted to reclaim the handgun. This resulted in the arrest and ultimate conviction of Corella
for being a felon in possession of a firearm.

The Santa Barbara District Attorney’s Office would like to remind the public that the mere attempt to
purchase a firearm by a person who is prohibited from possessing a firearm, due to a prior felony
conviction or any domestic violence conviction, can and will be prosecuted.
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