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Agricultural Commissioner’s Office	
Weights and Measures • County of Santa Barbara

Cathleen M Fisher	
Commissioner / Director	

Karen Ross, Secretary
California Department of Food & Agriculture
                                                                                                                                                                         
The Honorable Board of Supervisors, County of Santa Barbara

Das Williams, Chair, First District   
Janet Wolf, Second District
Joan Hartmann, Third District
Peter Adam, Fourth District    
Steve Lavagnino, Fifth District

Mona Miyasato, County Executive Officer
  
In accordance with the provisions of Sections 2272 and 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural Code, I am pleased to 
submit the 2017 Santa Barbara County Crop Report.  This report summarizes the acreage, production and gross value of Santa 
Barbara County’s agricultural commodities.

Santa Barbara County agricultural commodities grossed $1,590,350,591 for 2017, which is an increase of $163,686,522 from 
the previous year. It is always important to note that the figures provided in the annual crop report are gross values and do 
not represent or reflect net profit or loss experienced by individual growers or by the industry as a whole.  Growers do not 
have control over most input costs, such as fuel, fertilizers and packaging, nor can they significantly affect market prices.  
Agriculture is the number one contributor to the County’s economy and through the multiplier effect, contributes 
approximately $2.8 billion to the local economy and provides 25,370 jobs.
   
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS OF THE 2017 CROP YEAR
 • All commodity groups experienced an increase of value except for wine grapes, dairy and    
  apiary products.  
 • The top three valued crops for gross production remains the same with strawberries having    
  the highest value. Broccoli replaced wine grapes in 2017 as the second highest valued crop    
  due to an increase of price per unit.
 • 2017 was an alternate (light) bearing year for avocados throughout the state which     
  amounted to a decrease in production. It’s worth noting, however, that the average price per    
  pound was the highest ever.  The avocado harvest was completed before the Thomas fire.     
  Any losses will be included in the 2018 crop report.
 • Cut flower businesses in Carpinteria experienced a loss of $2,287,142 due to the Thomas fire    
  in December, however there was a total increase of $10,608,678 throughout the county from    
  the previous year.
 • Total agricultural losses from natural disasters in 2017 was $13.3 million dollars.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to our farmers and ranchers, industry representatives and the members of my staff who 
assisted in the gathering of data for this report. Without their assistance, this report would not be possible.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Fisher
Cathleen M. Fisher
Santa Barbara County Agricultural Commissioner/Director 
Weights & Measures

263 Camino del Remedio, Santa Barbara, CA 93110
Phone (805) 681-5600 • Fax (805) 681-5603

www.agcommissioner.com
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TOP TEN COMMODITIES
             CROP          TOTAL VALUE

	1.	 Strawberries	 $457,009,208

	2.	 Broccoli	 $158,660,544

	3.	 Wine Grapes	 $146,129,595

	4	 Nursery Products	 $100,654,079

	5.	 Cauliflower	 $94,119,125

	6.	 Lettuce, Head	 $90,303,449

	7.	 Cut Flowers	 $85,548,067

	8.	 Celery	 $52,999,960

	9.	 Raspberries	 $50,662,240

	10.	 Lettuce, Leaf	 $42,774,872

■ Strawberries
■ Broccoli
■ Wine Grapes
■ Nursery Products
■ Cauliflower

■ Head Lettuce
■ Cut Flowers
■ Celery
■ Raspberries
■ Leaf Lettuce
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12%
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CROP YEAR HARVESTED 
ACREAGE

YIELD PER 
ACRE

TOTAL 
PRODUCTION

UNIT PRICE PER 
UNIT

TOTAL VALUE

	Bell Pepper	 2017	 445	 927	 412,515	 25lb CTN	 $9.24	 $3,811,639		
		 2016	 495	 918	 454,410	 25lb CTN	 $9.12	 $4,144,219
	Broccoli	 2017	 24,470	 481	 11,770,070	 22lb CTN	 $13.48	 $158,660,544		
		 2016	 24,969	 529	 13,208,601	 22lb CTN	 $11.26	 $148,728,847
	Cabbage	 2017	 1,213	 1015	 1,231,195	 50lb CTN	 $9.73	 $11,979,527		
		 2016	 1,319	 1005	 1,325,595	 50lb CTN	 $9.89	 $13,110,135
 	Cauliflower	 2017	 8,451	 862	 7,284,762	 25lb CTN	 $12.92	 $94,119,125 	
		 2016	 8,285	 801	 6,636,285	 25lb CTN	 $10.62	 $70,477,347
 	Celery	 2017	 3,849	 1138	 4,380,162	 60lb CTN	 $12.10	 $52,999,960 	
		 2016	 4,009	 992	 3,976,928	 60lb CTN	 $10.29	 $40,922,589
 	Lettuce,	 2017	 9,351	 761	 7,116,111	 50lb CTN	 $12.69	 $90,303,449		
	Head	 2016	 9,542	 675	 6,440,850	 50lb CTN	 $11.06	 $71,235,801
 	Lettuce, 	 2017	 4,432	 809	 3,585,488	 30lb CTN	 $11.93	 $42,774,872 	
	Leaf	 2016	 4,345	 703	 3,054,535	 30lb CTN	 $11.12	 $33,966,429
 	Spinach	 2017	 1,415	 844	 1,194,260	 20lb CTN	 $10.39	 $12,408,361 	
		 2016	 1,489	 780	 1,161,420	 20lb CTN	 $10.01	 $11,625,814
	Squash,	 2017	 586	 656	 384,416	 26lb CTN	 $6.36	 $2,444,886 	
	Summer	 2016	 604	 720	 434,880	 26lb CTN	 $7.37	 $3,205,066
	Misc. 	 2017	 12,375					     $119,160,594		
	Vegetables*	 2016	 12,252					     $117,980,786 
	TOTAL	 2017	 66,587					     $588,662,957		
		 2016	 67,309					     $515,397,033
*Miscellaneous vegetables include: artichoke, arugula, asparagus, baby vegetables, basil, beet, Brussels sprout, carrot, celery root, chard, chervil, 
Chinese cabbage, cilantro, sweet corn, collard greens, cress, cucumber, dandelion, eggplant, endive, escarole, fennel, green beans, herbs, kale, 
kohlrabi, leeks, maize, mustard greens, dry onion, green onion, parsley, peas (edible pod), pepper, potato, pumpkin, radicchio, radish, winter squash, 
tomatillo, and tomato.

VEGETABLE CROPS
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CROP YEAR HARVESTED 
ACREAGE

YIELD PER 
ACRE

TOTAL 
PRODUCTION

UNIT PRICE PER 
UNIT

TOTAL VALUE

FRUIT AND NUT CROPS

	Avocados	 2017	 4,266	 2.46	 10,494.36	 TON	 $3,678.73 	 $38,605,917 	
		 2016	 4,981	 4.9	 24,407.00	 TON	 $2,601.00	 $63,482,607
 	Blackberries	 2017	 470	 7.6	 3,572.00	 TON	 $7,040.00	 $25,146,880 	
		 2016	 610	 3.6	 2,196.00	 TON	 $10,600.00	 $23,277,600
 	Blueberries	 2017	 308	 2.96	 911.68	 TON	 $9,620.00	 $8,770,362 	
		 2016	 386	 1.91	 737.00	 TON	 $10,652.00	 $7,850,524
 	Lemons	 2017	 1,290	 13.86	 17,879.40	 TON	 $867.55	 $15,511,158 	
		 2016	 1,300	 14.7	 19,110.00	 TON	 $669.45	 $12,793,189
 	Raspberries	 2017	 840	 8.02	 6,737.00	 TON	 $7,520.00	 $50,662,240 	
		 2016	 820	 6.1	 5,002.00	 TON	 $3,208.00	 $16,046,416
 	Strawberries	 2017	 8,327	 ---	 42,904,027.00	 ---	 ---	 $457,009,208		
		 2016	 8,055	 5,109	 41,152,995.00	 12#	 $10.06	 $413,999,130
 		 Fresh	 2017	 ---	 5,508	 36,386,566.00	 12#	 $9.84	 $358,041,841		
		 Processed		  ---	 2,827	 6,517,461.00	 18#	 $15.18	 $98,967,367
 	Misc. Fruit	 2017	 2,455					     $9,742,028 	
	and Nuts *	 2016	 2,284					     $9,278,155
 	TOTAL	 2017	 17,956					     $605,447,793 	
		 2016	 18,436					     $546,727,621
*Miscellaneous Fruit and Nuts include:  apple, apricot, cherimoya, coffee, gooseberry, guava, kiwi, lime, melon, olive, orange, passion fruit, persimmon, 
pistachio, plum, pluot, sapote, tangerine, walnut, and watermelon.

SEED CROPS
SEED CROPS YEAR HARVESTED ACREAGE TOTAL VALUE

Bean Seed	 2017	 340	 $494,661			
		 2016	 378	 $504,756	
Flower & Native Grass Seed	 2017	 605	 $4,681,946			
		 2016	 624	 $4,826,749
Vegetable Seed	 2017	 456	 $2,739,681			
		 2016	 465	 $2,742,424	
TOTAL	 2017	 1,401	 $7,916,288 		
		 2016	 1,467	 $8,073,929
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VARIETY HARVESTED 
ACREAGE

YIELD PER ACRE TOTAL 
PRODUCTION

PRICE PER TON TOTAL VALUE

YEAR HARVESTED 
ACREAGE

YIELD PER ACRE TOTAL 
PRODUCTION

PRICE PER TON TOTAL VALUE

	Pinot Noir	 5,751	 3.51	 20,186	 $2,552	 $51,514,672
	Chardonnay	 7,566	 3.07	 23,228	 $1,825	 $42,391,100
	Syrah	 1,985	 2.82	 5,598	 $1,999	 $11,190,402
	Sauvignon Blanc	 810	 4.04	 3,272	 $1,650	 $5,398,800
	Grenache	 518	 4.32	 2,238	 $2,289	 $5,122,782
	Cabernet Sauvignon	 470	 2.81	 1,321	 $1,951	 $2,577,271
	Pinot Grigio/Gris	 376	 3.47	 1,305	 $1,634	 $2,132,370
	Cabernet Franc	 201	 3.53	 710	 $2,432	 $1,726,720
	Viognier	 290	 3.24	 940	 $1,821	 $1,711,740
	Merlot	 300	 3.51	 1,053	 $1,424	 $1,499,472
	Sangiovese	 124	 3.57	 443	 $1,988	 $880,684
	Riesling	 161	 3.82	 615	 $1,268	 $779,820
	Misc Red	 1,380	 3.95	 5,451	 $1,802	 $9,822,702
	Misc White	 1,640	 3.86	 6,330	 $1,482	 $9,381,060		
								     
								     
								     
	2017	 21,572	 3.54	 72,690	 $1,866 	 $146,129,595
	2016	 21,349	 3.61	 82,453	 $1,999	 $151,629,764

WINE GRAPES
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CUT FLOWERS YEAR GREENHOUSE    
SQUARE FEET

FIELD ACRES TOTAL VALUE

	Chrysanthemum	 2017	 1,168,368	 4	 $8,332,291		
		 2016	 1,204,503	 10	 $8,416,456

	Gerbera	 2017	 2,665,990	 ---	 $20,557,043		
		 2016	 2,588,340	 ---	 $19,578,137

	Lily	 2017	 1,135,125	 1	 $9,194,740		
		 2016	 1,125,000	 ---	 $9,148,995

	Miscellaneous	 2017	 4,054,034	 802	 $47,463,993		
	Cut Flowers*	 2016	 3,876,504	 846	 $37,794,777
	TOTAL	 2017	 9,023,517	 807	 $85,548,067		
		 2016	 8,794,347	 856	 $74,938,365	

CUT FLOWERS AND CUT FOLIAGE

CUT FOLIAGE YEAR GREENHOUSE    
SQUARE FEET

FIELD ACRES TOTAL VALUE

Cut Foliage	 2017	 6,001	 ---	 $101,397		
		 2016	 6,025	 1	 $102,421
*Miscellaneous cut flowers include: alstroemeria, amaranthus, anemone, anthurium, aster, bells of Ireland, bird of paradise, bupleurum, calla lily, 
carnation, celosia, dahlia, delphinium, dianthus, freesia, gardenia, gladiolus, gypsophila, hyacinth, hydrangea, iris,  kangaroo paw, larkspur, liatris, 
limonium, lisianthus, narcissus, orchid, ornithogalum, protea, Queen Anne’s lace, ranunculus, rose, snapdragon, solidago, solidaster, statice, stephanotis, 
stock, sunflower, sweet pea, tuberose, tulip, and veronica.

NURSERY PRODUCTS
POTTED PLANTS YEAR GREENHOUSE    

SQUARE FEET
FIELD ACRES TOTAL VALUE

	Foliage	 2017	 372,721	 ---	 $724,282		
		 2016	 327,150	 ---	 $628,452
 	Orchid	 2017	 2,091,751	 4	 $35,425,449		
		 2016	 2,134,440	 12	 $14,384,180
 	Poinsettia	 2017	 267,308	 ---	 $945,695		
		 2016	 165,240	 ---	 $621,918
 	Other Nursery	 2017	 2,945,352	 369	 $63,558,653		
	Products *	 2016	 2,943,751	 371	 $63,277,417
 	TOTAL	 2017	 5,677,132	 373	 $100,654,079		
		 2016	 6,819,325	 383	 $78,911,967
*Other nursery products include:  herbaceous perennials, ground covers, turf, bulbs, bedding plants, vegetable transplants, fruit trees and vines, palms, 
and woody ornamentals
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ITEM YEAR NUMBER OF HEAD TOTAL VALUE

	

	Breeding		  2017	 19,248	 $24,541,200		
			  2016	 18,067	 $17,739,806
	Market		  2017	 11,875	 $10,514,718		
			  2016	 12,045	 $12,277,457
	Cattle Total		  2017	 31,123	 $35,055,918		
			  2016	 30,112	 $30,017,263
	Miscellaneous *		  2017		  $1,751,409		
			  2016		  $1,787,152
	TOTAL		  2017		  $36,807,327		
			  2016		  $31,804,415	

LIVESTOCK AND APIARY

DAIRY AND APIARY YEAR TOTAL VALUE

CROP YEAR ACREAGE TOTAL VALUE

RANGELAND AND FIELD CROPS

	Miscellaneous **		  2017		  $7,430,595		
			  2016		  $7,665,047
* Miscellaneous include: Aquaculture, breeding stock, poultry, goats, sheep, and swine.

**Miscellaneous Include:   Apiary products (honey, beeswax, pollen, and pollination), milk, and milk products. 	

	Rangeland	 2017	 574,326	 $6,507,114		
		 2016	 586,047	 $6,036,284
	Pasture	 2017	 3,694	 $748,589		
		 2016	 3,769	 $727,417
	Beans, Dry Edible	 2017	 1,896	 $1,687,851		
		 2016	 1,877	 $1,671,140
	Hay & Grain	 2017	 2,824	 $1,414,476		
		 2016	 3,284	 $1,571,641
	Miscellaneous*	 2017	 2,115	 $1,294,463		
		 2016	 2,325	 $1,407,025
	TOTAL	 2017	 584,855	 $11,652,493		
		 2016	 597,302	 $11,413,507 
*Miscellaneous field crops include: straw, small grains, silage, alfalfa, oats, and pea hay.
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TOP TEN EXPORT COUNTRIES

		  COUNTRY	 NUMBER OF SHIPMENTS

	 1.	 CANADA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    3,581		

	 2.	 MEXICO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      606		

	 3.	 JAPAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        496		

	 4.	 SAUDI ARABIA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  194		

	 5.	 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         140		

	 6.	 TAIWAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       92		

	 7.	 CHINA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         61		

	 8.	 COSTA RICA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   58		

	 9.	 THAILAND  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     39		

	 10.	 KOREA, REPUBLIC OF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            36
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 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

FIVE YEAR COMPARISON

ITEM 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Vegetable Crops	 $471,590,681	 $493,635,729	 $539,846,497	 $515,397,033	 $588,662,957	

Fruit & Nut Crops 	 $545,939,874	 $595,346,546	 $582,102,370	 $546,727,621	 $605,447,793		

Wine Grapes	 $163,362,417	 $155,255,791	 $106,198,172	 $151,629,764	 $146,129,595		

Field & Seed	 $20,764,227	 $21,133,935	 $20,388,067	 $19,487,436	 $19,568,781		
Crops	
Cut Flower & 	 $106,619,530	 $105,093,374	 $105,286,883	 $75,040,786	 $85,649,464		
Cut Foliage	
Nursery Products	 $84,832,238	 $86,092,464	 $85,816,058	 $78,911,967	 $100,654,079		

Livestock and	 $34,904,230	 $24,827,984	 $31,031,386	 $31,804,415	 $36,807,327		
Poultry
Dairy and	 $8,638,221	 $8,595,030	 $8,423,129	 $7,665,047	 $7,430,595		
Apiary Products					   

	Total	 $1,436,651,418	 $1,489,980,853	 $1,479,092,562	 $1,426,664,069	 $1,590,350,591
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME RATING NUMBER REJECTED 
OR DESTROYED

Diseases and Fungi			 
Palm Wilt	 Fusarium oxysporum f.sp. canariensis	 A	 1
White Pine Blister Rust	 Cronartium ribicola	 B	 1

Beetles and Ants				  
Japanese Beetle	 Popillia japonica	 A	 2
Red Imported Fire Ant	 Solenopsis invicta	 A	 4
Curculionidae	 Phloeotribus scarabaeiodes	 B	 1
Electric Ant 	 Wasmannia auropunctata	 A	 1
Ant	 Pheidole sp.	 A	 1
Ant	 Pheidole sp.	 Q	 1
Ant	 Ochetellus glaber	 A	 1
Carpenter Ant	 Camponotus sp.	 Q	 1

Moths, Mites, Grass Flies, and Leaf Miners			 
Light Brown Apple Moth	 Epiphyas postvittana	 A	 257
Crambidea	 Hendecasis sp.	 Q	 1
Nymphilidae	 Nymphilidae sp.	 Q	 1
Noctuidae	 Phosphila turbulenta	 Q	 1
Psychidae	 Psychidae sp.	 A	 1
Tetranychid mite	 Tetranychus sp.	 Q	 3
Agromyzidae	 Agromyzidae sp.	 Q	 2
Chloropidae	 Neoloxotaenia/sp.	 Q	 1

Slugs and Miridae
Slug	 Veronicellidae sp.	 Q	 1
Miridae	 Miridae sp.	 Q	 3
			 
Psyllids. Leafhoppers, and Aphids
Asian Citrus Psyllid	 Diaphorina citri	 A	 360
Olive Psyllid	 Euphyllura olivina	 B	 1
Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter	 Homalodisca vitripennis	 B	 7
Leafhopper	 Empoasca sp.	 Q	 2
Leafhopper	 Cicadellidae sp.	 Q	 1
Aphid	 Aphididae sp.	 Q	 6

Mealybugs and Whitefly	 	 	
Mealybug	 Pseudococcidae sp	 Q	 8
Vine Mealybug	 Planococcus ficus	 B	 3
Mealybug 	 Phenacoccus peruvianus	 A	 2
Pacific Mealybug	 Planococcus minor	 A	 3
Gray Pineapple Mealybug	 Dysmicoccus neobrevipes	 A	 1
Mealybug 	 Pseudococcus jackbeardsleyi	 A	 1
Whitefly	 Aleurotrachelus sp.	 Q	 2
Ficus Whitefly	 Singhiella simplex	 B	 1

EXOTIC WEED/PEST SPECIES INTERCEPTED IN 2017
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME RATING NUMBER REJECTED 
OR DESTROYED

Scale				  
Scale	 Cerococcidae sp.	 Q	 1
Scale	 Coccidae sp.	 Q	 1
Scale	 Diaspididae	 Q	 4
Scale	 Pentatomidae sp.	 Q	 1
Lesser Snow Scale	 Pinnaspis strachani	 A	 3
White Peach Scale	 Pseudaulacaspis pentagona	 A	 3
Purple Scale	 Lepidosaphes beckii	 B	 2
California Red Scale	 Aonidiella aurantii	 B	 2
Magnolia White Scale	 Pseudaulacaspis cockerelli	 A	 2
Boxwood Scale	 Pinnaspis buxi	 A	 1
Stellate Scale	 Ceroplastes stellifer	 A	 1
Cycad Aulacaspis Scale	 Aulacaspis yasumatsui	 A	 1

Rating Definitions:
“A” - An organism of known 
economic importance, subject 
to enforcement action involving 
eradication, quarantine regulation, 
containment, rejection, or other 
holding action.

“Q” - An organism or disorder 
requiring temporary “A” action 
pending determination of a 
permanent quarantine rating.  The 
organism is suspected to be of 
economic importance, but its status 
is uncertain because of incomplete 
identification or inadequate 
information.

“B” - An organism of known 
economic importance subject to:  
eradication, containment, control, 
or other holding action at the 
discretion of the individual County 
Agricultural Commissioner.

“W” - A species currently on the 
California Code of Regulations 
Section 4500 list of noxious weeds.

Pest Detection
Santa Barbara County trapped for the 
detection of 23 different exotic pests. 
These include the Mediterranean, 
Oriental, and Melon Fruit Flies, 
Asian Citrus Psyllid, Glassy-Winged 
Sharpshooter, Gold Spotted Oak 
Borer, Polyphagous Shothole Borer, 
and Light Brown Apple moth. These 
traps were set at various densities 
per square mile and serviced as 
frequently as every two weeks.

Biological Control
During 2017, Santa Barbara County 
made several live insect releases 
of Tamarixia radiata wasps to help 
suppress the Asian Citrus Psyllid. 
During the year the department 
conducted biological control 
monitoring for Tamirixia at three 
locations.

Invasive Plant Assistance
The department has partnered with 
the Cachuma Resource Conservation 
District to provide weed related 

services to the agricultural community. 
Online resources and a weed 
reporting hotline assist growers and 
ranchers with weed identification and 
weed management control options. 
The department also presents at 
weed related workshops and we are 
strengthening our partnership with the 
new UCCE Rangeland Farm Advisor to 
address rangeland weed issues.

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE
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California was one of the first states 
to regulate organic products via 
the 1979 Organic Food Act and is 
currently the only State with its own 
organic program. Since that time, 
the California Organic Foods Act of 
1990 (COFA) established standards 
for organic food production and 
sales in California, and the Organic 
Foods Production Act of 1990 (OFPA) 
authorized USDA to establish the 
National Organic Program (NOP). 
The NOP fully implemented federal 
organic regulations in 2002. The 
California Organic Food and Farming 
Act of 2016 revised the COFA to be 
applied in conjunction with the NOP 
standards and regulations in 2017. 

Organic agriculture in California 
topped $2.9 billion in value in 
2017, accounting for more than 40 
percent of all organic production 
in the country. The total number of 
registered organic operations in both 
California and Santa Barbara County 
continues to grow. From 2010 to 2017, 
the total number of registered organic 
operations in California increased by 

34 percent and there were 459 new 
organic registrants in California in 
2017. (Note: The number of organic 
registrants and production acres 
farmed in Santa Barbara County 
for 2017 was unavailable due to the 
CDFA’s Organic database being 
offline at the time of the Crop 
Report printing.)

The State Organic Program helps 
ensure that California families are 
consuming agricultural products 
that meet state and federal organic 
standards with the help of local 
Agricultural Commissioner’s Offices.  
Every person engaged in the state 
of California in the production or 
handling of raw agricultural products 
sold as organic, and retailers that 
are engaged in the production 
of products sold as organic, and 
retailers that are engaged in the 
processing, as defined by the NOP, 
of products sold as organic, must 
register with the State Organic 
Program. Each registrant must provide 
a complete copy of its registration 
to the agricultural commissioner 

in any county in which the 
registrant operates. The Agricultural 
Commissioner, in cooperation with 
CDFA’s Organic Program, enforces 
the Federal Organic Foods Production 
Act (OFPA) of 1990, and the California 
Organic Products Act of 2003.  Santa 
Barbara County inspectors perform 
inspections within the County of both 
organic producers and handlers 
each year.  They also take samples of 
organic produce from markets and 
fields and submit them for pesticide 
residue testing.  County inspectors 
work with CDFA, producers and 
handlers in the event of complaints 
and complete the field related 
portions of the investigations.

ORGANIC FARMING

STAFF HIGHLIGHTS
As employees of the County of Santa Barbara’s Ag Commissioner’s Office, each 
and every day we pride ourselves in providing excellent service to the agricultural 
community. On Friday January 12, 2018, the Santa Barbara County Agricultural 
Weights and Measures Office had an opportunity to achieve even more by working 
together as a team, thinking outside the box in order to complete what normally 
would have been a routine task.  We received a request for a phytosanitary 
certificate from a produce grower in Carpinteria. The phytosanitary certificate 
is an official document required by USDA for growers to ship their product out of 
the country. A physical inspection of the shipment and a certified document is 
required. However, because of the recent mudslides and 101 Freeway closure, staff 
from the Santa Barbara office was unable to reach the grower in Carpinteria. The 
team strategized on how we could make it happen and ultimately we contacted 
Ryan Casey, Supervising Biologist, who was at home in Ventura, unable to reach 
the office due to the road closure. Ryan contacted the Ventura County Agricultural 
Commissioner’s Office to obtain an official certified document and worked with Julia 
Kosowitz, one of our Senior Biologists at the Santa Barbara office, to ensure necessary 
export requirements could be met. Ryan hand wrote the certificate, placed it in a 
plastic bag and headed out on his bicycle from his home in Ventura. At the time, 
road closures were changing regularly and the route may have been complicated. 
But Ryan is an avid daily bike commuter from Santa Barbara to Ventura (2 hours 
each day) and knows the area well. He witnessed first-hand the damage from the 
storm and debris flow but he safely navigated through the open side streets. When 
he arrived, an hour later, the exporter was genuinely touched at the effort we had 
made to make this shipment possible. The team, and especially Ryan’s extra effort, 
allowed the grower to export his shipment of 224 cases of fresh produce. We send an 
important message to the agricultural industry and the public that we care and we 
try to do our best each and every day. 
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Santa Barbara County’s mild coastal 
climate is ideal for year round 
production and Certified Farmers 
Markets (CFMs) are the perfect place 
to experience Santa Barbara County’s 
rich agricultural diversity. The CFM is 
where you can meet the producer 
and be a part of a larger community 
that wants to learn more about local 
farming and values seasonal varieties.  
Santa Barbara County is home to 
thirteen weekly CFMs with at least 

one operating every day of the week, 
except Monday.  

The main premise of the CFM program 
is that all producers are “certified” 
as selling only products that they are 
growing. The Department works with 
our State partners to enforce Direct 
Marketing Regulations through our 
CFM inspection and investigation 
program. We have over 180 producers 
and verify the agricultural products 

listed on the Certified Producers 
Certificate were actually grown 
by the producer. We also conduct 
annual inspections of each market 
and investigate complaints from other 
counties or State partners to reduce 
fraud in the program. If you are 
interested in visiting a CFM or joining 
the CFM community visit 
www.agcommissioner.com

CERTIFIED FARMERS MARKET

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Goleta
10am-2pm 
Storke Rd. & 
Hollister Ave

NO MARKETS Orcutt
10am-1pm
Bradley St. & 
Clark Ave.

Santa Maria
12:30-4:30pm 
Broadway & 
Main Street

Carpinteria
3-6pm
800 Block 
Linden Ave

Montecito
8-11:15am 
1100-1200 
blocks Coast 
Village Road

Santa Barbara
8:30am-1:00pm 
Santa Barbara 
St & Cota St.

Santa Barbara 
Summer: 
4-7:30pm 
Winter: 
3-6:30pm 
500-600 blocks 
State Street

Solvang
2:30-6:30pm 
Copenhagen 
Drive & 1st 
Street

Goleta
3-6pm
Storke Rd. & 
Hollister Ave

Lompoc 
2-6pm 
Ocean Ave & 
I Street

Goleta
11am-3pm 
5748 Calle Real

UCSB
12:00-3:00pm 
SRB/Faculty 
Club Parking 
Lot 23 on UCSB 
Campus

Santa Maria
1st Friday of the 
Month
4-7pm
800 S. College 
Dr. (AHC Lot 1)
Santa Maria
5-8pm
Town Center 
West

Santa Barbara Certified Farmers Market Association
Village Farmers Market Association
Gaucho Certified Farmers Market @ UCSB

Central Cities Certified Farmers Market Association
Santa Maria Town Center Farmers Market Experience
First Friday Artisan Market - Allan Hancock College



WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
The primary function of the Weights and 
Measures program is to ensure consumer 
protection, fair competition in the 
marketplace, and safeguard accurate 
value comparison for consumers.

This is accomplished by routine testing 
and certification of commercial 
weighing and measuring devices for 
accuracy. The Division verifies the net 

quantity and proper labeling of packaged 
commodities and inspects the price 
accuracy of point of sale (scanners) 
systems.  Weights and Measures supports 
the agricultural industry by certifying 
devices used to weigh crops and livestock, 
testing the accuracy of meters that deliver 
fertilizer and fuels, and protecting the 
industry workers by ensuring the scales used 
to calculate transactions are accurate.

WEIGHING DEVICE NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS MEASURING DEVICE NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS

Computing/Counter Scales	 1,100	 Retail Fuel Meters	 2,715

Vehicle Scales	 63	 Taxi Meters	 125

Dormant/Platform Scales	 230	 Wholesale Meters	 41

Livestock Scales	 34	 Liquid Propane Gas Meters	 46

Hanging/Crane Scales	 53	 Vapor/Water/Electric Submeters	 1,625

Jewelry Scales	 28	 Vehicle Meters	 74

Misc. Weighing Devices	 6	 Odometers	 85			 
			  (Truck Rental/Emergency vehicle)

PRICE AND QUANTITY    
VERIFICATION

NUMBER OF 
INSPECTIONS

ITEMS     
SAMPLED

RESULTS

Price verfication Inspections 	 760	 15,775	 15% of inspections had overcharges

Package & Labeling Inspections	 110	 19,450	 672 packages ordered off sale

16
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THE THOMAS FIRE
T he Largest Wildfire in Recorded State History                   

In December, the Thomas Fire erupted 
in Ventura County and quickly spread 
to Southern Santa Barbara County 
destroying everything in its path including 
homes and businesses as well as orchards 
and vast acres of rangeland. In those 
orchards, as the flames advanced, 
hundreds of farm employees, managers 
and owners did everything that they 
could to save their homes and livelihood 
by protecting trees, fruit, livestock, and 
equipment. Their efforts, without them 
even knowing it, helped protect adjacent 
residential neighborhoods by ensuring 
that the fire stalled when it hit their 
orchards instead of racing through to 
neighboring homes. 

Tens of thousands of firefighters from 
across the country, law enforcement 
officers, and emergency preparedness 
experts all worked together to suppress 
the fire. Growers and their employees 
cut firebreaks with bulldozers. They drove 
water trucks and manned hoses to hold 
the fire on the avocado, cherimoya and 
citrus grove perimeters. Sometimes, they 
had help from fire crews, sometimes they 
did not. Damage varied greatly from 
one ranch to another. Groves that may 
have not experienced direct damage 
to their trees lost their entire crop due 
to the smoke which caused the fruit to 
prematurely ripen and drop to the ground. 
It will take months of careful monitoring 
to determine which trees that appear 
charred and lifeless, will bounce back 
and which will have to be replaced. To 
make matters worse, it may take up to 
3 to 5 years for replacement trees to be 
available from the nurseries and another 
3 to 5 years for them to produce a crop. 

Citrus, cherimoya and avocado orchards 
were not the only victims of the Thomas 
Fire. Cut flower businesses in Carpinteria 
also known as the “flower basket of the 
world”, suffered losses due to the ash that 
fell on the greenhouses that blocked the 
sunlight for weeks. This resulted in delayed 
production for several months. 

Mandatory evacuation areas that are 
intended to protect lives inadvertently 
created losses because employees 
could not enter the area to report to work 
and delivery trucks could not pick up 
perishable shipments of cut flowers and 
deliver them to local stores. As employees 
and delivery trucks were allowed to  re-
enter the area and return to work, growers 
provided them with N95 masks to protect 
them from the poor air quality.

Overall, total agricultural losses from the 
Thomas fire were $11,752,443 and the 
number of farms impacted was 40. The 
losses could have been much worse if it 
wasn’t for the support from emergency 
responders and the farmers and their 
employees effort. Regardless of the losses, 
the total gross production value for all 
agricultural commodities for 2017 had an 
increase of $163,686,522. 

In the aftermath, remember to thank 
a firefighter, a shelter volunteer and 
the many who donated food and 
blankets. If you are fortunate to live in a 
neighborhood buffered from the flames 
by orchards, also remember to thank your 
neighbor, the farmer and the farmworker, 
for protecting your home.



SPECIAL THANKS
We would like to thank all the participants from the grower 
community of Santa Barbara County that submitted 
accurate, timely questionnaire responses which make the 
compiling of this valuable report possible. Additionally, we 
would like to express our appreciation to our wonderful 
administrative staff for sorting through responses and 
entering reported data. And lastly our inspectors, who 
assisted and followed-up to ensure responses were 

received and processed. If you would like a digital version 
of this report, and all reports back to 1916, please visit our 
website, www.agcommissioner.com and click our “Crop 
Reports” link. We hope you enjoy the 2017 report and 
continue to help us improve year after year.

With much appreciation,

The Crop Report Team
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