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APPENDIX E 
 
 

SEPTIC TANK INSPECTION REPORT 
AND 

 PERMIT CONVERSION FORMS 
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SANTA BARBARA SANITARY SURVEY

APN:

TYPE OF SYSTEM:

Leach Lines Seepage Pit

depth:

Size of Septic Tank:

RESIDENTIAL NUMBER OF BEDROOMS

COMMERCIAL TYPE (restaurant, etc) Flow:

MULTI-RESIDENTIAL Number of Units: Flow:

SOILS DATA:  Y or N PERC DATA:  Y or N WATER WELL?

GROUNDWATER DATA:

SLOPE: ENGINEER

SETBACKS
Septic Tank Disposal Field/Dry Well

Drinking Well

Water Course

Type of Failure:







APPENDIX F 
 
 

SEPTIC SYSTEM COMPLAINT FILES 













APPENDIX G 
 
 

CONTRACTOR-CONSULTANT QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 





SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
SEPTIC SYSTEM SURVEY 

 
Septic System Contractor-Consultant Questionnaire

 
Type of Work/Services Provided: 
 
__7___Septic tank pumping/inspections 
__6___Escrow or other inspections 
__5___Maintenance 
__8___Minor System Repairs 
__8 __Major System repairs and new installations: 
 _10___Septic Tanks 
 _8 ___Pump systems  
 _10___Leachfields 
 _9___Dry Wells 

_7___Alternative Designs or other:  __________________________________________ 
__3___Site Investigations/Evaluations 
 __3__Percolation testing 
 __3__Soils/geology/groundwater assessment 
__3__ Engineering/Design 
 __3__Standard Systems 
 __3__Pump Systems 
 __2___Alternative Treatment/Disposal Systems 
____Other:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
         ________________________________________________________________________   

Geographical areas of Santa Barbara County where you provide septic system services: 
 
__11___South Coast    __6___Orcutt Area 
__9 ___Santa Ynez Valley   __6___Lompoc Area 
__6 ___Santa Maria Area   __2___Cuyama Area 
_____Other:  ___Hollister Ranch, Ventura County, San Luis Obispo,________________________ 
 
   
 
 
 



A.  SEPTIC TANK PROBLEMS OBSERVED 
 
 

OCCURRENCE FREQUENCY 

TYPE OF PROBLEM Rare or 
Never 
(�) 

Occasional 
 

(�) 

Common 
 

(�) 

PARTICULAR GEOGRAPHICAL 
AREA(S) OF CONCERN (IF ANY) 

  1. Undersized tanks 
 

3 10 
 

  

  2. Sub-standard materials/design 
 

2 10 2 Paradise Rd & Hwy 154 

  3. Structural damage/deterioration 
 

 
 

8 4  

  4. Defective/missing tees, baffle, pipe connections 
 

 8 4  

  5.  Difficult or obstructed access to tank 
 

2 3 7 Montecito, Hope Ranch 

  6.  Excessive tank depth 
 

3 7 3 Montecito, Hope Ranch 

  7.  Root intrusion/blockage 
 

1 8 3 Santa Barbara – Montecito 

  8.  Groundwater infiltration or flooding 
 

8 4 1 All areas; refugio & calzada rd.; 
Hope Ranch (995 C2&3, D2&3) 

  9.  Excessive water use/flow from house 
 

2 7 3 All area 

10. Excessive solids, scum, grease accumulation 
 

 5 6 All areas 
 

11.  Close proximity to wells or streams 
 

9 3 1 All areas 

12.  Other:  (list) 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    



B.  DISPOSAL SYSTEM PROBLEMS OBSERVED 
 

OCCURRENCE FREQUENCY 

TYPE OF PROBLEM Rare or 
Never 
(�) 

Occasional 
 

(�) 

Common 
 

(�) 

PARTICULAR GEOGRAPHICAL 
AREA(S) OF CONCERN (IF ANY) 

  1.  Old, undocumented, non-permitted 
 

3 8 2 Foothills, Santa Barbara 

  2.  Excessive water use or over irrigation 
 

1 9 2 Montecito, Hope Ranch 

  3.  Physical damage 
      (e.g. from landscaping, paving, live stock, grading, 
       etc)  

5 8  South Coast 

  4.  Root intrusion, blockage, or piping problems 
 

1 8 3 All areas 

  5.  Solids carryover from septic tank 
 

1 9 3 All areas 

  6.  Soil percolation/drainage problem 
       (e.g. rock, clay, shallow soil depth) 

1 8 4 South coast 

  7.  High groundwater/infiltration 
 

6 5 2 Montecito, Santa Barbara 
Hope Ranch (995 C2&3; D2&3) 

8. Surface drainage/flooding 
 

6 7 1  

  9.  Steep slopes, slides, erosion 
 

10 2 1 Montecito & S.B. Foothills 

10.  Seepage/breakout at cut slopes or embankments 
 

10 2 1 Montecito & S.B. Foothills 

11.  Close proximity to wells 
 

10 3 1 Montecito – Hope Ranch 
 

12.  Close proximity to streams/drainages 
 

5 6 2 Montecito 

13.  Inadequate land area 
 

6 4 3 All areas 

 



B.  DISPOSAL SYSTEM PROBLEMS OBSERVED (Continued) 
 
 

OCCURRENCE FREQUENCY 

TYPE OF PROBLEM Rare or 
Never 
(�) 

Occasional 
 

(�) 

Common 
 

(�) 

PARTICULAR GEOGRAPHICAL 
AREA(S) OF CONCERN (IF ANY) 

14.  Other specific Leachfield problems:  (list) 
 

    

 
They don’t work – clogg up from no grease traps 

  1 All areas 

Diverter valve instead of distribution box 
 

    

Poor orig. design.   Houses remodeled w/o increasing 
size of leachfield/tank as needed 
 

 1   

Grease buildup 
 

 1   

Old systems typically undersized 
 

 1   

 
Most leachfield failures could be solved by pumping 
tank properly and making sure outgoing invert is 
properly installed in tank. 

    

15.  Other specific Dry Well problems:  (list) 
 

 1  Montecito Area 

They don’t work, clogg up from septic tank overflow 
of grease and fats 
 

  1  

Old style not gravel filled 
 

  1 Hope Ranch, Montecito 

 
Diverter valve not installed on most older systems 

  1 Hope Ranch, Montecito 

Seasonal ground saturation 
 

    

Grease buildup 
 

    



C.  PUMP SYSTEMS – PROBLEMS OBSERVED 
 
 

OCCURRENCE FREQUENCY
 

TYPE OF PROBLEM Rare or 
Never 
(�) 

Occasional
 

(�) 

Common 
 

(�) 

PARTICULAR GEOGRAPHICAL AREA(S) OF CONCERN 
(IF ANY) 

1.  Faulty installation or design 
 

4 7 1 South Coast 

2.  Mechanical failure 
 

1 10 1 South Coast 

3.  Homeowner abuse 
 

2 6 4 South Coast 

4.  Sewage overflow during power outages 
 

8 3 1 South Coast 

5.  Other: 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    



D.  SEPTIC SYSTEM PROBLEMS – AREA ASSESSMENT 
 

Overall Problem Rating Opinion on Long-Term Septic System Management needs 

Geographic Area 
Low 

 
 
 

(�) 

Med 
 
 
 

(�) 

High 
 
 
 

(�) 

No 
Opinion 

 
 

(�) 

OK 
As Is 

 
 

(�) 

Require 
Routine 
System 

Inspections 
(�) 

Change 
Design 

Standards 
 

(�) 

Require/ 
Allow 

Alternative 
Designs 

(�) 

Community 
System or 

Sewers 
Needed 

(�) 

No 
Opinion 

 
 

(�) 

Other 
Comments 

South Coast    1  1   1   
Rincon Point 
 

 4 2 1  4  1 4 1  

Shepards Mesa 
 

1 5 1 2 1 2  2 1 1  

Padaro Lane 
 

1 4 3 1  2  2 4 1  

Sand Point Road 
 

1 3 3 1  2  1 4 1  

Toro Canyon 
 

2 4 1 2  2  3 1 1  

Montecito 
 

2 4 1  1 2  2 2 1  

 -Orchard Lane Area 
 

1 3 1 2 2 1  1 1 2  

 -Cold Springs Area 
 

1 2 2 2 1 2  1 1 1  

 -Sycamore Creek   
   Area 

1 2 1 2 1 1  1 1 1  

Mission Canyon 
 

1 2 1 2 1 1  1 1 1  

Hope Ranch 
 

3 4 1 1 1 3  3 2 1  

Veronica Springs 
 

3 1 1 1 1 1  2 1 1  



D.  SEPTIC SYSTEM PROBLEMS – AREA ASSESSMENT (continued) 
 

Overall Problem Rating Opinion on Long-Term Septic System Management needs 

Geographic Area 
Low 

 
 
 

(�) 

Med 
 
 
 

(�) 

High 
 
 
 

(�) 

No 
Opinion 

 
 

(�) 

OK 
As Is

 
 

(�) 

Require 
Routine 
System 

Inspections 
(�) 

Change 
Design 

Standards 
 

(�) 

Require/ 
Allow 

Alternative 
Designs 

(�) 

Community 
System or 

Sewers 
Needed 

(�) 

No 
Opinion 

 
 

(�) 

Other 
Comments 

South Coast (Cont’d)    1     1 1  
Goleta 
 

2  1 1  1   1 1  

 -Holiday Hills Area 
 

1  1 3 1 1  1 1 1  

 -La Goleta Rd Area 
 

1 1 1 2  1  1 1 1  

 -La Buena Tierra  
  Area 

1  1 3  1  1 1 1  

-Via Chapparal/ 
  La Paloma Ave 

2  1 2  1  1 1 1  

Santa Barbara 
 

1 1 1 2  1  1 2 1  

 -Sunset St/Carol   
  Ave Area 
 

2  1 2  1  1 1 1  

 -Vista Vallejo Area 
 

2  1 2  1  1 1 1 Systs 40+ old 

San Marcos Pass 
Area 

3 1 2 1 1 2  1 1  Old systs; 
new d.w. 
works fine 

OTHER: 
 

           

 
 

           

 
 

           

 
 

           



D.  SEPTIC SYSTEM PROBLEMS – AREA ASSESSMENT (continued) 
 

Overall Problem Rating Opinion on Long-Term Septic System Management needs 

Geographic Area 
Low 

 
 
 

(�) 

Med 
 
 
 

(�) 

High 
 
 
 

(�) 

No 
Opinion 

 
 

(�) 

OK 
As Is

 
 

(�) 

Require 
Routine 
System 

Inspections 
(�) 

Change 
Design 

Standards 
 

(�) 

Require/ 
Allow 

Alternative 
Designs 

(�) 

Community 
System or 

Sewers 
Needed 

(�) 

No 
Opinion 

 
 

(�) 

Other 
Comments 

North County            
Santa Ynez Valley 
 

3 2  2 1 2  1  1  

     -Los Olivos 
 

 4 2 2 1 3  1 1 1  

     -Ballard 
 

1 3 2 2 1 3  1 1 1  

     -Santa Ynez 
 

4 2  2 2 2   1 1  

     -Janin Acres 
 

2 2 2 2 1 3 1 3 1 1  

     -Other: 
 

   2  
 

      

Santa Maria 
 

5   3 2 1    2  

Lompoc 
 

3 1  3 2 1    1  

Orcutt 
 

4 1  3 2 1    2  

Cachuma Lake 
 

3   3 2 1    1 Large 
parcels 

OTHER: 
 

           

 
 

           

 
 

           



OTHER COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 
1. Design Standards and Regulations: 

 
* All new sewage recycler systems – no septic systems in ground anywhere 

 
• S.B. co. efforts to update ordinance is good 
• Continue to encourage public sewer connecitons 
• I would make minimum depth under 4” perf. Pipe to be no less than 36” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Septic system pumper/inspection reporting requirements: 
 

• need to enforce codes to repair or replace failed systems 
• if septic tank owners were required to have tank pumped every 2 years or not more 

than 3 years, a competent pumper could be aware of any problems and a reasonable 
solution and could be implemented on a case by case basis. 

• if pumpers maps  show drywells they should be checked for rock 
 
 

3. Other monitoring/inspection needs: 
 

• Safety 
• Pumpers handling these inspections at this time do not know what they are doing.  

Nine times out of ten their assessment of the problem is wrong .  I am not referring to 
EHS inspectors here but rather the “new” pump out “inspectors” should be someone 
with intimate knowledge of design and above all with experience installing systems in 
all situations.  More common sense is required in this area, rather than purely 
technical experts. 

4. Other: 
 

• this is a no win situation like using fossil fuels to run engines – it’s a sick joke that 
gonna wipe us off the face of this planet unless we change our ways. 

• There are a umber of areas in S.B. county where septic systems are experiencing 
failure, however in some of these areas it is related to old neighborhoods and old 
systems..  Montecito, Hope Ranch, and Padaro Lane are examples where a sewer 
system should be installed due to poor percolation rates and/or high groundwater 

• I would say that poor design is the rule rather than the exception.  Not so much in 
tank size requirement, but in leach field design, which ultimately determines how 
well any of these systems perform. 

• Failure due to old neighborhoods and old systems.  Montecito/hope ranch/Padaro 
lane are examples of places that need sewer due to poor percolation rates and/or high 
groundwater. 

 
 
 



APPENDIX H 
 
 

HOMEOWNER SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 



Santa Barbara County Septic System Survey
Community Meetings

Questa Engineering Corporation has been hired by Santa Barbara County Environmental Health
Services to conduct a county-wide survey of septic systems.  The overall purpose of the study is to
determine the extent of public health hazards and/or water quality problems due to existing septic
systems and to identify needed improvements in practices, standards or sewerage facilities in problem
areas.  

The purpose of the community meetings will be to discuss the overall purpose and scope of the septic
system survey, present and review water quality sampling results and other preliminary findings, and
seek additional input from homeowners and others regarding septic system conditions, standards,
management practices or specific problems.  

LOCATION OF COMMUNITY MEETING        WHEN

1.   El Montecito Presbyterian Church April 16
      1455 East Valley Road, Montecito 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

2.   Monte Vista School April 17
      730 North Hope Avenue, Santa Barbara 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Attached to this meeting announcement is a homeowner questionnaire that we would like you to
complete and either mail it back to Questa Engineering or bring it to one of the community meetings.

Your attendance at the community meetings is encouraged and will be very helpful in our efforts to
obtain as much information and as many viewpoints as possible, while giving us a chance to explain
the work that is being done.      

If your property happens to be undeveloped, please disregard the enclosed questionnaire. 

  
Questa Engineering Corporation

(510) 236-6114; (510) 236-2423 fax
jhabal@questaec.com
www.questaec.com 



(1) (10)

(2)

(3)

(4) (11)

(5) (12)

(if yes, please check applicable period).
      Septic Tank with leachfield
      Septic Tank with Seepage pit      Slow drainage of plumbing fixtures/backup into house:
      Other (specify): ___________
      Unknown       Year Round

      Seasonal
(6) How is greywater disposed of?       After Heavy Rainfall

      Occasional for unexplained reason
        Into septic tank - leachfield system
        Separate greywater system      Wet areas in leachfield area and/or odors
        Onto ground surface
        Other (specify): ___________       Year Round

      Seasonal
(7) How old is the wastewater system?       After Heavy Rainfall

      Occasional for unexplained reason
        Number of Years
        Unknown      Liquid on ground surface

(8)       Year Round
      Seasonal

        Year Round Creek       After Heavy Rainfall
        Seasonal Creek/Drainages       Occasional for unexplained reason
        Water Well

(13)
(9) How often is the septic tank pumped

        More than once a year (14)
        Once a year
        Every 2 to 5 years (15)
        Less frequently

(16)

Approximately how many years since the septic tank was 
last pumped?  ______________________________

Other comments/suggestions on general or specific septic system conditions and problems in your area. (Attach 
additional sheets as needed)

Santa Barbara County Septic System Survey Homeowner Questionnaire

Have any of the following problems been observed with the 
wastewater system?

Approximate distance (in feet) from septic 
system (Disposal field):

Property Owner: _________________________________ Assessor's Parcel Number: ________________

If the on-site system has been repaired, was the repair 
effective?                   Yes     or     No

Has on-site system ever been repaired?    Yes   or   No

Site Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

What type of wastewater disposal system 
serves the property?

Is the property occupied:

Total Number of Bedrooms:  ________

(a) Year Round: __________________  or (b)  Part time: ____________________

Total Number of Permanent Residents:  ______________

Please mail completed survey to Questa Engineering or bring to community meeting



APPENDIX I 
 
 

WATER QUALITY SAMPLING PROCEDURES 
AND LOCATIONS 



Questa Engineering Corporation

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY SEPTIC SYSTEM SURVEY

WATER QUALITY SAMPLING PLAN

SAMPLING PROCEDURES

Surface water samples will consist of grab samples utilizing sterilized polypropylene containers.
Samples will be collected at various fixed points across surveyed streams.  The appropriate
preserved samples will be filled in the field and transported to the laboratory facility.  

Sampling will be conducted after a major storm event to obtain water quality information after the
stream has stabilized.  We anticipate water quality sample collection during at least four storm event
sampling periods.  Typically one sample will be obtained at each station.  It is important to obtain
samples after the rain has subsided in order to not have a high concentration of pollutants from
runoff.

Sample Containers 

All sample containers necessary for the collection, preservation, transport and storage of samples
will be supplied by the primary laboratory.

Clean, empty sample containers with caps will be supplied to the field crew in protective cardboard
cartons or ice chests by the primary laboratory.  The containers will be certified clean by either the
laboratory or the container supplier.  Each individual carton will contain a laboratory-supplied travel
blank.  To ensure data quality control, the sampler will utilize the appropriate sample container as
specified by the laboratory for each sample type. 

Collecting Samples

Provided below are general guidelines that will be followed for sample collection: 

1. Label the bottle with the site number, date and time.

2. Remove the cap from the bottle just before sampling.  Avoid touching the inside of the bottle
or the cap.  If you accidentally touch the inside of the bottle, use another one.

3. Sample away from the streambank in the main current.  Never sample stagnant water.  The
outside curve of the stream is often a good place to sample, since the main current tends to
hug this bank.  In shallow stretches, carefully wade into the center current to collect the
sample or use an extension pole.

4. If wading is required, try to disturb as little bottom sediment as possible.  Be careful not to
collect water that has sediment from bottom disturbance.  Stand facing upstream.  Collect
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the water sample on your upstream side, in front of you.  You may also tape your bottle to
an extension pole to sample from deeper water. 

5. Hold the bottle near its base and plunge it (opening downward) below the water surface.  If
you are using an extension pole, remove the cap, turn the bottle upside down, and plunge it
into the water, facing upstream.  Collect the water sample from a few inches beneath the
surface.

6. Turn the bottle underwater into the current and away from you.  In slow-moving stream
reaches, push the bottle underneath the surface and away from you in an upstream direction.

7. Do not fill the bottle completely. Leave a small air space. Recap the bottle carefully,
remembering not to touch the inside.

8. Fill the bottle number and/or site number on the appropriate field data sheet. 

Delivering Samples to the Laboratory

All bacteriological samples are to be packed and transported to the laboratory the day the samples
are collected to provide ample time for samples to be analyzed within the required holding times.
Samples will be transported by Questa field personnel directly to the Santa Barbara County Public
Health Laboratory located at315 Camino Del Remedio, Santa Barbara.  The Laboratory Director is
Michael Hartley.  The laboratory phone number is (805) 681-5255.

Sample Packing and Shipping

In the event that any samples are taken that require transport to an out-of-area laboratory (e.g., for
chemical analysis), sample packaging and shipping procedures will be in accordance with U.S. EPA
specifications, as well as U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) regulations (49 CFR) as
summarized here.  All samples will be shipped according to low or medium hazard requirements,
if appropriate.  Artificial ice will be included in coolers containing samples which require
temperature control.  Samples will be packaged in the following manner:

1. Sample stickers will be securely attached to each sample container

2. The sample containers will be placed in the lined cooler.  Bubble-wrap, suitable foam
padding, or newspaper will be placed between sample containers to prevent breakage during
shipment and handling.

3. The COC will be placed inside a plastic bag and placed inside the cooler.

4. The cooler will be taped shut with clear packaging tape wrapped over the custody seals.
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5. The cooler will then be delivered to the overnight courier or directly to the laboratory

Safety Considerations

Table 2 provides a list of general safety precautions and guidelines that will be provided to and
followed by the field personnel participating in the water quality sampling program. 

SAMPLE CUSTODY AND DOCUMENTATION

Sample tracking

During sample acquisition a sample tracking form will be used to record all pertinent information
related to each sample.  An example of this form is included in Attachment B

Samples will be individually labeled after they are collected.  The label includes the project name,
job number, data and time the sample was collected, the initials of the individual who performed the
sampling, and a unique five digit sample identification number. 

At the time of sampling, sample, number, collection time and location will be recorded on: (1) a
label affixed to the container; (2) a COC form; and, (3) a bound field notebook

Field Log Book

A bound , waterproof log book will be maintained by the members of the sampling team to provide
a daily record of sample location, significant events, observations, and field measurements taken
during field investigations.  All entries will be signed and dated.  Field data will be recorded with
waterproof ink.  Field log books are intended to provide sufficient data and observations to enable
project team members to reconstruct events that occurred during the project.  The field log book
entries will be factual, detailed, and objective.  Where appropriate, records of photographs and
sketch maps will be included.  Log books used by members of the field investigation team will be
kept as permanent records.

Chain of Custody and Sample Labels

The Chain of Custody (COC) record will be employed as physical evidence of sample custody.  The
sampler will complete a COC record to accompany each sample shipment from the field to the
laboratory.  The COC will specify: (a) time, date, and location of sample collection; (b) specific time
and date of sample transaction between field and laboratory staff; and, (c) name of receiving party
at the laboratory.  

Corrections on the COC record will be made by drawing a line through, initialing, and dating the
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error, and entering the correct information.  Erasures will not be permitted.  An example of a COC
record form is shown in Attachment B.

Upon receipt of the samples, laboratory personnel will check to insure that the contents of the ice
chest(s) are accurately described by the COC and that sample containers are received in good
condition.  Upon verification of the number and type of samples and the requested analysis, a
laboratory representative will sign the COC, indicating receipt of samples.

The COC record form will be completed in triplicate.  Upon sample deliver, one copy will be left
with the laboratory, one copy will be kept by the sampler, and one copy will be sent to Questa’s
Project Manager.

The sample label consists of a unique five-digit  number.  The sample number will be used to track
the sample and its associated analytical laboratory results.  The sample label will also contain project
number, date of sampling, and sampler name.  Prior to sampling, a label will be completed and
affixed to the appropriate container.

Final Evidence Files

Once the project has been completed, the individual files will be assembled, organized, and securely
stored as final evidence for the project.  A final evidence file for this project will be maintained by
Questa for three years after completion.  Laboratory records must also be kept for a minimum of
three years.
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TABLE 2
GENERAL SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

FOR WATER QUALITY SAMPLING

C Always conduct the sampling with at least one partner.  Always let someone else know
where you are, when you intend to return, and what to do if you don’t come back at the
appointed time.

C Develop a safety plan.  Carry a cell phone or find out the location and telephone
number of the nearest telephone and write it down.  Locate the nearest medical center
and write down directions on how to get between the center and your site(s) so you can
direct emergency personnel.  Have each member of the sampling team complete a
medical form that includes emergency contacts, insurance information, and pertinent
health information such as allergies, diabetes, epilepsy, etc.

C Have a first aid kit handy.  

C Listen to weather reports.  Do not conduct the sampling if severe weather is predicted
or if a storm occurs while at the site.

C Never wade in swift or high water.  

C Park your vehicle in a safe location.  Be sure your car doesn’t pose a hazard to other
drivers and that you don’t block traffic.

C Put your wallet and keys in a safe place, such as a watertight bag to keep in a pouch
strapped to your waist.  Without proper precautions, wallet and keys might end up
downstream.

C Never cross private property without the permission of the landowner.  Sample at
public access points such as bridge or road crossings or public parks.  Take along an
identification card.

C Confirm that you are at the proper site location by checking maps, site descriptions, or
directions.

C Watch for irate dogs, farm animals, wildlife, snakes, and insects such as ticks, hornets,
and wasps.  Know what to do if you get bitten or stung.
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TABLE 2 cont’d

C Watch for poison ivy, poison oak, sumac, and other types of vegetation in your area
that can causes rashes and irritation.

C  Never drink the water in a stream.  Assume it is unsafe to drink, and bring you own
water from home.  After sampling, wash your hands with antibacterial soap.

C Do not walk on unstable stream banks.  Disturbing these banks can accelerate erosion
and might prove dangerous if a bank collapses.  Disturb streamside vegetation as little
as possible.

C Be very careful when walking in the stream itself.  Rocky bottom streams can be very
slippery and can contain deep pools; muddy bottom streams might also prove
treacherous in areas where mud, silt, or sand have accumulated in sink holes.  If you
must cross the stream, use a walking stick to steady yourself and to probe for deep
water or much.  Your partner should wait on dry land ready to assist you if you fall. 
Do not attempt to cross streams that are swift and above the knee in depth.  

C Preferably, attach the sample bottle to a dipping pole and sample while standing on dry
land.

C If you are sampling from a bridge, be wary of passing traffic.  Never lean over bridge
rails unless you are firmly anchored to the ground or the bridge with good hand/foot
holds.

C If at any time you feel uncomfortable about the condition of the stream or your
surrounding, stop monitoring and leave the site at once.  Your safety is more important
than the data.
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